
 

BBaallkkaannss  aanndd    

tthhee  AAddrriiaattiicc  CCooaasstt  
 

23 Day Conducted Tour 

for $11,995 per person twin share 

 

This price includes airport taxes & levies 
 

 

This comprehensive tour offers great value for money, as the price includes: 
 

• Economy Class airfares with Emirates and Fly Dubai from Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane into 
Sarajevo and out of Zagreb.    

  

• A wonderful three week tour through the countries of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Croatia, and 
Slovenia.     

 

• Very good accommodation, mainly 3½ - 4 star. 
 

• Many meals and entrance fees to most attractions.       
 

• All transport and transfers.  
  

• Prepaid gratuities to the main tour guides and drivers.  
 

• Services of a local tour guide and an Australian tour escort. 
  
Discover what South-Eastern Europe has to offer on this comprehensive Balkans tour. The Balkans are a 
melting pot of culture and history, combined with amazing natural diversity. The itinerary has been carefully 
planned to make the most of your time away. Visit historic masterpieces like Kotor and Dubrovnik, as well as 
stunning nature sites of Lake Bled and Plitvice Lakes. The tour includes many special experiences, such as a 
folklore performance, wine tasting, gingerbread workshop, truffle lunch and so much more. Join Macleay 
Valley Travel on this exclusive tour.  
 

It is planned to take a maximum of 32 passengers on this departure.  
 

For a single room there is an extra cost of $1,825 

 

Tour departs Australia 4th October and returns on the 26th October 2026 
 

 



 Itinerary for Balkans & the Adriatic Coast 

  

 Included meals are indicated as B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner 

  

04.10.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia – Dubai 

Depart Brisbane at 9.00pm Emirates flight EK 435, arriving in Dubai at 5.25am the 

next morning.  

Depart Sydney at 9.45pm on Emirates flight EK 413, arriving in Dubai at 5.15am the 

next morning. 

Depart Melbourne at 10.15pm on EK 407, arriving in Dubai at 5.15am the next 

morning.  

  

05.10.26 

(D) 

 

Dubai – Sarajevo, Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Transfer to your next flight.  

All passengers depart Dubai at 9.10am on EK 2232, arriving in Sarajevo at 1.10pm. 

(this flight is operated by Fly Dubai).  

Upon arrival we are met and transferred to our hotel for a two night stay. 

The remainder of the day is at leisure.  

Sarajevo is the capital city of Bosnia and Herzegovina, a city set in a valley beneath 

the Dinaric Alps, where centuries of history and a blend of cultures have shaped its 

unique character. From Ottoman mosques and Austro-Hungarian facades to modern 

cityscapes, Sarajevo reflects a meeting point of East and West like few places in 

Europe. 

In the early evening we gather in the lobby for a welcome drink before enjoying an 

included dinner together in the hotel restaurant.  

Accommodation: Hotel President or similar 

  

06.10.26 

(B/D) 

Sarajevo 

This morning we have a city tour with a local guide. We begin in Bascarsija, the 

heart of the Old Town, where cobbled streets, Ottoman-style shops and traditional 

coffee houses still echo the atmosphere of past centuries. Highlights include the 16th 

century Gazi Husrev-beg Mosque, the Old Orthodox Church, the Catholic Cathedral, 

and the iconic Latin Bridge, known as the site of the assassination of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand, which triggered the First World War.  

We continue with a visit to Gallery 11/07, a moving memorial exhibition dedicated 

to the victims of the Srebrenica genocide. Through powerful photography and video 

installations, the gallery offers an essential understanding of Bosnia’s more recent 

history. After the tour, enjoy free time for lunch and personal exploration. This 

evening we have an included dinner at a traditional Bosnian restaurant offering local 

specialties. 

Accommodation: Hotel President or similar 

  

07.10.26 

(B/L) 

Sarajevo – Igalo, Montenegro 

We depart from Sarajevo this morning, heading south through the dramatic 

landscapes of eastern Bosnia and Montenegro. The journey includes a spectacular 

drive through the Piva Canyon, one of the most striking natural routes in the 

Balkans. With its winding roads, steep cliffs, and turquoise river below, the canyon 

offers breathtaking views at every turn. 

We have an included lunch en route before continuing to Ostrog Monastery, 



dramatically built into a vertical cliff face high above the Zeta Valley. This important 

pilgrimage site is one of Montenegro’s most visited landmarks and offers both 

spiritual significance and architectural wonder. In the late afternoon, we continue 

down to the coast, arriving in Igalo. We check into the hotel for a two night stay. 

We have some free time this evening to explore the town.  

Accommodation: Palmon Bay Hotel & Spa or similar 

  

08.10.26 

(B) 

Perast, our Lady of the Rocks and Kotor 

Full day guided excursion along the beautiful Bay of Kotor. The day begins in the 

baroque town of Perast, where a short boat ride takes us to the small artificial island 

of Our Lady of the Rocks. The church and its museum hold centuries of maritime 

history and legends unique to the bay. We set out on a private boat ride across the 

Bay of Kotor, taking in the breathtaking scenery of steep mountain slopes, historic 

coastal villages and the calm, shimmering waters of the Adriatic Sea. Upon arrival 

we climb aboard a modern cable car from near Kotor and glide up to the Lovćen 

Plateau, ascending approximately 1,300 metres in just 11 minutes. We’ll be greeted 

by sweeping views of the Bay of Kotor, the rugged splendour of the Lovćen 

Mountains and distant stretches of the Adriatic Sea. Please note that the operation of 

the cable car ride is weather dependant. In case of strong winds, the cable car ride 

will be cancelled.   

After descending, we continue to the historic town of Kotor, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site renowned for its medieval architecture and dramatic setting along the 

bay. We have some free time for lunch, with many city restaurants and taverns in the 

area. Then we join our guide for a walking tour of the city. Enclosed within 

impressive medieval walls, Kotor is known for its winding alleys, Venetian-era 

architecture, and well-preserved squares. Our guide will highlight key landmarks 

such as the Cathedral of Saint Tryphon and the Clock Tower. We have some more 

free time for personal exploration before returning to our hotel.  

Accommodation: Palmon Bay Hotel & Spa or similar 

  

09.10.26 

(B/L/D) 

Igalo - Herceg Novi - Konavle – Dubrovnik, Croatia 

We begin the day with a guided tour of Herceg Novi, a charming coastal town that 

guards the entrance to the Bay of Kotor. Founded in the 14th century, the town has 

been shaped by centuries of Ottoman, Venetian and Austro-Hungarian rule, each 

leaving behind traces in its architecture and culture. Explore the terraced streets lined 

with stone stairways, discover the impressive fortresses that once protected the bay, 

and admire the lush Mediterranean gardens, filled with palms, citrus, and magnolias 

that give the town its unique character. From the waterfront promenade, enjoy 

sweeping views of the Adriatic before continuing our journey north.  

We cross the border into Croatia and drive through the fertile Konavle Valley, a 

region known for its strong rural traditions and vibrant folk culture. Here, the 

rhythms of daily life have changed little over the centuries, and traditional crafts such 

as weaving and embroidery are still proudly preserved. Stop at a family-run estate for 

an included light lunch, where homemade dishes are accompanied by local wine and 

a live folkloric performance of music and dance that reflects the spirit of the region. 

This cultural encounter offers a joyful glimpse into the heritage of southern Croatia. 

After lunch we visit a traditional silk workshop to learn about the centuries-old 

practice of silk embroidery in Konavle, once an important part of wedding attire and 

festive costumes. See how delicate threads are still produced and used to create 

intricate patterns that have been passed down from generation to generation. Before 

reaching Dubrovnik, we make a short stop in Cavtat, a picturesque harbour town 



with palm-lined promenades, seaside cafés and elegant villas. With its relaxed 

atmosphere and Adriatic views, Cavtat offers a charming contrast to the bustle of the 

larger cities. By late afternoon we continue to Dubrovnik and check into the hotel for 

a two night stay. Dinner this evening is included at hotel restaurant. 

Accommodation: Grand Hotel Park or similar 

  

10.10.26 

(B) 

Dubrovnik Old Town 

Spend the day exploring Dubrovnik, one of the Mediterranean’s most celebrated 

cities and a jewel of the Adriatic coast. Known as the ‘Pearl of the Adriatic,’ the city 

flourished as the Republic of Ragusa, an independent maritime power that thrived 

from the Middle Ages through the 19th century. Its wealth came from trade, 

diplomacy, and seamanship, allowing Dubrovnik to rival Venice in influence and 

elegance. Despite enduring earthquakes, wars, and sieges, the city has preserved its 

unique character and today stands as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Enclosed by 

mighty stone walls stretching nearly two kilometres, Dubrovnik’s Old Town is a 

masterpiece of medieval and Renaissance architecture. Inside the walls, polished 

marble streets are lined with baroque churches, noble palaces, and shaded squares 

that tell the story of a city that once stood at the crossroads of empires. Enjoy a 

private guided tour through the historic centre, beginning along the limestone-paved 

Stradun, the city’s lively main promenade. Pass key landmarks such as Orlando’s 

Column, a symbol of Dubrovnik’s independence; the Church of St. Blaise, dedicated 

to the city’s patron saint; and the elegant Rector’s Palace, once the seat of 

government. Entrance is included to the Franciscan Monastery, whose 14th-century 

cloister offers a tranquil escape and whose pharmacy, still in operation today, is one 

of the oldest in Europe. The afternoon is free to explore at your own pace. Walk 

along the city walls for breathtaking views of the red-roofed Old Town and the 

Adriatic Sea, visit one of the local museums, or relax at a café overlooking the 

harbor where centuries of ships have come and gone. As evening falls, enjoy dinner 

at leisure, with plenty of options ranging from cozy taverns serving traditional 

Dalmatian fare to stylish restaurants along the waterfront.  

Accommodation: Grand Hotel Park or similar 

  

11.10.26 

(B/D) 

Dubrovnik – Ston - Korcula Island – Neum, Bosnia & Herzegovina  

This morning we travel along the scenic Pelješac Peninsula, with our first stop in the 

historic town of Ston, famed for its medieval defensive walls, salt pans, and oyster 

farms that have supplied the region for centuries. After a short visit we continue to 

Orebić and board a boat for the short crossing to the island of Korčula, often called a 

smaller, quieter Dubrovnik. Enclosed by medieval walls and towers, Korčula’s Old 

Town is a maze of narrow alleys arranged in a herringbone pattern, designed to 

reduce winds and provide shade during the summer.  

A guided tour reveals the island’s Venetian legacy, evident in its Gothic and 

Renaissance architecture, as well as traditions that include sword dances and 

religious pageantry. Visit the Cathedral of St. Mark and hear stories of the town’s 

proud maritime past, including its link to Marco Polo, who is believed to have been 

born here. Afterwards enjoy some free time to explore the waterfront, shop for local 

crafts, or simply soak in the Adriatic atmosphere. In the late afternoon we return to 

the mainland and continue to Neum, Bosnia and Herzegovina’s coastal town. After a 

short rest in the hotel, we head inland for a village dinner at a traditional estate, 

where we’ll savour traditional regional specialties accompanied by local wine. The 

evening is enriched by live folk music, creating a warm, festive atmosphere before 

returning to Neum for an overnight stay. 



Accommodation: Hotel Sunce or Hotel Nova 

  

12.10.26 

(B/D) 

Nuem – Pocitelj - Blagaj - Mostar 

We set off this morning on a full day guided tour through the cultural and historical 

heart of Herzegovina. The first stop is the picturesque village of Počitelj, a 

remarkably well preserved Ottoman-era settlement perched above the Neretva River. 

Wander through its narrow stone streets, climb to the medieval fortress for 

panoramic views and admire the traditional architecture that blends seamlessly into 

the surrounding hillsides. We continue to Blagaj, where the powerful Buna River 

emerges from a cliffside cave beneath a towering rock face. Visit the 16th century 

Dervish Monastery (Tekija), a serene spiritual retreat built directly into the rock, 

reflecting a unique harmony between nature and architecture. Take time to enjoy the 

tranquil riverside setting before heading to Mostar, the cultural centre of 

Herzegovina.   

Upon arrival in Mostar, we have some free time for lunch in the charming old town. 

In the afternoon we explore the city with a guided walking tour, including visits to 

the iconic Stari Most (Old Bridge), a symbol of unity and resilience, as well as the 

Koski Mehmed Pasha Mosque and a traditional Ottoman house that offer insight into 

Mostar’s multicultural legacy. After some free time to browse the craft shops or have 

a coffee by the river, we check in at the hotel for an overnight stay. This evening we 

enjoy an included dinner in a traditional local restaurant near the Old Bridge. 

Accommodation: Hotel Almira or similar 

  

13.10.26 

(B) 

Mostar - Omis – Split, Croatia 

Depart Mostar in the morning and cross into Croatia, arriving in the coastal town of 

Omiš, dramatically set between towering cliffs at the mouth of the Cetina River. In 

the Middle Ages, Omiš was a notorious pirate stronghold, controlling trade routes 

along the Adriatic. Today, the town is known for its scenic beauty, narrow streets, 

and relaxed Dalmatian charm. Spend some free time strolling along the waterfront, 

browsing small shops, or soaking in the atmosphere of this picturesque town. Then, 

board a traditional boat for a ride through the Cetina River canyon, where steep cliffs 

and lush greenery frame one of Dalmatia’s most striking landscapes.  

We have some free time for lunch at a riverside restaurant, then continue to Split, the 

vibrant heart of the Dalmatian Coast. A guided walking tour introduces us to the 

historic centre, built within the walls of Diocletian’s Palace, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and one of the best preserved Roman imperial residences in existence. 

Wander through its maze of ancient cellars, courtyards, and temples, now filled with 

cafés, shops, and local life. The fusion of past and present gives Split a lively 

character, where history is part of everyday experience.  

We check into the hotel for a two night stay.  

Accommodation: Art Hotel or similar 

  

14.10.26 

(B) 

Split - Trogir - Split 

This morning’s excursion takes us to the historic town of Trogir, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and one of the most beautifully preserved medieval towns on the 

Adriatic. Built on a small island connected to the mainland by stone bridges, Trogir 

has been shaped by Greeks, Romans, Venetians, and Croats, all of whom left their 

mark on the town’s architecture and culture. The compact old centre is a labyrinth of 

cobblestone streets, small squares, and historic buildings that span from antiquity to 

the Renaissance. Its harbour, often dotted with fishing boats and yachts, adds to the 



town’s charm, creating an atmosphere that is both timeless and serene.  

Enjoy a private guided walking tour which brings to life Trogir’s blend of 

Romanesque, Gothic, and Renaissance influences and learn how this small island 

community flourished over the centuries as a trading and cultural hub. Afterwards, 

enjoy free time for lunch in one of the many inviting restaurants or cafés that line the 

waterfront, where you can savour fresh seafood or simply relax with a view of the 

Adriatic. We return to Split in the early afternoon, where the rest of the day is free to 

spend at your own pace. You may wish to relax along the lively Riva promenade, 

explore hidden corners of Diocletian’s Palace, or perhaps take an optional boat 

excursion to one of the nearby islands. 

Accommodation: Art Hotel or similar 

  

15.10.26 

(B/L/D) 

Split - Sinj and Dalmatian Hinterlands - Biograd 

Today’s journey begins inland in the town of Sinj, nestled in the Cetina River valley 

and known for its proud role in Croatian cultural heritage. Sinj is best known for the 

Sinjska Alka, a chivalric tournament held annually since 1715 to commemorate a 

local victory over Ottoman forces. We visit the Alka Museum, where traditional 

lances, ceremonial uniforms, and multimedia exhibits vividly bring this centuries-old 

tradition to life. The museum offers a fascinating glimpse into the values of honour, 

courage, and identity that the tournament still celebrates today. We continue through 

the Dalmatian hinterland to a family-run estate, where a delicious agritourism lunch 

awaits. Enjoy a seasonal menu of home-cooked dishes, local wines, and ingredients 

grown on site. The rustic setting and warm hospitality offer a chance to experience 

the slower pace and deep-rooted traditions of rural Croatian life.  

In the afternoon, we visit the Sokolarski Centar Dubrava (Falconry Centre), located 

in a serene pine forest just north of Šibenik. This unique sanctuary specializes in 

rehabilitating injured birds of prey, from falcons and owls to eagles, returning them 

to their natural habitats whenever possible. Through an interactive presentation on 

the ancient art of falconry and wildlife conservation, observe these majestic birds up 

close in their natural, forested surroundings. From here, we continue towards the 

coast, arriving in Biograd na Moru, a relaxed seaside town once favoured by 

Croatian kings. We check into the hotel for a three night stay. Followed by an 

included dinner served in the hotel restaurant. 

Accommodation: Hotel Ilirija or similar  

  

16.10.26 

(B) 

Biograd - Krka Waterfalls, Winery Visit and Sibenik - Biograd 

We start the day with a visit to Krka National Park, one of Croatia’s most stunning 

natural wonders. Located along the Krka River in central Dalmatia, the park is 

known for its series of cascading waterfalls, emerald pools and unique karst 

landscape. A network of wooden boardwalks and footpaths guides us through lush 

forests and across crystal-clear streams, allowing us to get up close to the park’s 

most famous feature, Skradinski Buk. This dramatic waterfall is one of the largest 

travertine cascade systems in Europe, where 17 individual falls tumble over 

limestone steps into tranquil blue-green basins. Along the way we enjoy views of 

native flora, small stone mills and traditional water-powered structures that once 

served the rural communities here. After exploring the park we continue to a family-

run winery located in the countryside near Skradin. Enjoy a leisurely tasting session 

featuring regional wines, such as Debit, Maraština, or Babić, paired with local 

delicacies & snacks.  

In the afternoon we head to the coastal city of Šibenik, the oldest Croatian founded 

settlement on the Adriatic Coast. Unlike other Dalmatian cities established by 



Greeks or Romans, Šibenik boasts a purely Croatian origin and its historic core is a 

maze of stone alleys, arched passages, and medieval staircases. A guided walking 

tour includes the city's crown jewel, the Cathedral of St. James, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site constructed entirely from stone without the use of mortar (outside view 

only). Its detailed sculptural work, including a frieze of 71 expressive human heads, 

makes it a masterpiece of Renaissance architecture. Enjoy some free time afterwards 

to explore the charming squares, sip a coffee along the waterfront, or simply soak in 

the relaxed coastal atmosphere before we return to Biograd in the early evening.  

Accommodation: Hotel Ilirija or similar 

  

17.10.26 

(B/L/D) 

Biograd - Pag Cheese Tasting and Zadar - Biograd 

This morning we head to Pag Island, a place unlike anywhere else in Croatia. Often 

described as ‘moonlike,’ the island’s barren limestone landscape is shaped by strong 

coastal winds and sparse vegetation, creating a stark beauty that contrasts with the 

deep blue of the Adriatic Sea. Despite its rugged appearance, Pag has a long tradition 

of salt production, lace making, and cheese making. We visit an award winning 

cheese factory to learn about the unique conditions that give Paški sir (Pag cheese) 

its distinctive flavour. The island’s hardy sheep graze on aromatic herbs and salty 

grasses, producing milk with a taste that cannot be replicated elsewhere. A guided 

tasting, accompanied by a light lunch, introduces us to this celebrated delicacy along 

with other regional products.  

Afterwards we continue to Zadar, a city with more than 3,000 years of history and a 

remarkable blend of old and new. Once a key stronghold of the Roman Empire and 

later an important Venetian port, Zadar boasts a wealth of monuments from different 

eras. A guided walking tour takes us through the Roman forum, medieval churches 

such as St. Donatus, and remnants of Venetian walls and gates. On the seafront 

promenade, experience the Sea Organ, a unique installation that transforms the 

movement of the waves into harmonious sounds. In the late afternoon, enjoy free 

time to stroll along the lively waterfront, shop for local crafts, or relax at a café in 

one of the city’s bustling squares. We then return to Biograd and have an included 

dinner at the hotel restaurant. 

Please note that in case of strong winds, the Pag bridge may be closed. In that case, 

an alternative visit to Nin will be included. 

Accommodation: Hotel Ilirija or similar 

  

18.10.26 

(B/D) 

Biograd - Plitvice Lakes National Park - Jastrebarsko 

Depart the coast this morning and travel inland to one of the most breathtaking 

natural wonders in Europe, Plitvice Lakes National Park. This UNESCO World 

Heritage Site is famous for its chain of 16 turquoise lakes connected by a series of 

cascading waterfalls and surrounded by dense forests. A guided visit leads us along 

wooden walkways and scenic trails, offering many photo opportunities of the lakes, 

streams, and travertine formations that make this park so unique. Take time to 

appreciate the park’s remarkable biodiversity, with its rich variety of flora and fauna, 

including rare bird species and wildlife that thrive in this pristine environment. There 

will be a break for lunch inside the park (not included), giving you time to relax and 

soak in the views before continuing our walk. In the afternoon we depart Plitvice and 

continue towards the Zagreb countryside, arriving in Jastrebarsko. We check into the 

hotel for an overnight stay. Dinner this evening is included.  

Accommodation: Hotel Princess or similar 

  



19.10.26 

(B/L) 

Jastrebarsko - Bela Krajina – Ljubljana, Slovenia 

This morning we cross the border into Slovenia and travel through the scenic region 

of White Carniola (Bela Krajina). Known for its gentle hills, vineyards, and forests 

of white birch, this corner of Slovenia is dotted with small villages where folk 

traditions remain an important part of daily life. The drive itself is a highlight, 

offering sweeping views of rolling countryside and quiet rural landscapes that reveal 

a slower rhythm of life. En route we make a short stop in the town of Žužemberk, 

where the remains of its medieval castle overlook the Krka River. Once a stronghold 

of the noble Auersperg family, the castle’s partially restored walls and towers evoke 

centuries of turbulent history, from Ottoman raids to Habsburg rule. Take some time 

to explore the ruins and enjoy the views of the surrounding valley before continuing 

your journey. We stop at a countryside inn for a traditional Slovenian lunch. Here, 

hearty regional dishes made with local ingredients are served in a rustic setting, 

accompanied by the warmth of Slovenian hospitality. The meal offers a delicious 

introduction to the flavours of the country. 

In the afternoon we arrive in Ljubljana, Slovenia’s charming capital. Set along the 

Ljubljanica River, the city is a lively mix of history and modern culture, where 

baroque churches, art nouveau facades, and leafy promenades create a fairy tale 

atmosphere. A guided walking tour introduces the historic centre, including Prešeren 

Square, the lively Triple Bridge, and the colourful riverside lined with open-air cafés. 

Discover the legacy of architect Jože Plečnik, whose innovative designs transformed 

Ljubljana in the early 20th century and continue to define its distinctive look today. 

The rest of the evening is free to enjoy at your own pace. Relax in one of the many 

riverside cafés, stroll across the illuminated bridges, or try one of Ljubljana’s 

excellent restaurants. We have a two night stay in Ljubljana.  

Accommodation: Hotel Occidental or similar 

  

20.10.26 

(B/L) 

Ljubljana  - Lake Bled - Ljubljana 

This morning we visit Lake Bled, one of Slovenia’s most iconic and enchanting 

natural attractions. Framed by the dramatic peaks of the Julian Alps, this emerald-

green lake is renowned for its fairytale setting, a tiny island crowned by the Church 

of the Assumption and a medieval castle perched high on a cliff. Visit Bled Castle, 

where sweeping views extend over the lake and mountains, and explore its small 

museum showcasing the area’s history, from medieval weaponry to the tradition of 

printing. Afterwards we enjoy free time to stroll the lakeside promenade, where 

chestnut trees shade quiet walking paths and cafés serve the famous Bled cream cake 

(kremšnita), a local dessert that has become a symbol of the town. Guests may also 

choose to board a traditional pletna boat, rowed by standing oarsmen, for a peaceful 

ride to the island and the chance to ring the wishing bell in the church tower (not 

included). Then, stop in nearby Radovljica to visit the charming Lectar workshop, 

which has been producing decorative honey bread since the 18th century. Once given 

as tokens of love and friendship, these brightly painted gingerbread hearts are still 

handmade today following centuries old recipes. Learn about this tradition, watch the 

artisans at work and perhaps take home a beautifully crafted souvenir that connects 

you with Slovenia’s folk heritage. After the visit we sit down for a traditional 

Slovenian lunch at the adjoining restaurant, set in a centuries old inn with vaulted 

stone ceilings and rustic décor. The menu highlights hearty regional dishes prepared 

with local ingredients, offering a true taste of Gorenjska’s region culinary heritage. 

We return to Ljubljana in the afternoon. The rest of the day is free to enjoy the 

capital’s riverside cafés, leafy squares, or lively open-air markets.  

Accommodation: Hotel Occidental or similar 



  

21.10.26 

(B/D) 

Ljubljana - Postojna Cave - Opatija – Icici, Croatia 

We depart Ljubljana this morning and travel into Slovenia’s Karst region, an area 

famous for its dramatic limestone landscapes and underground wonders. The 

highlight of the day is a visit to the world renowned Postojna Cave, one of the largest 

and most impressive cave systems in Europe. Stretching over 24 kilometres. the cave 

has been fascinating visitors for more than 200 years. Begin our visit aboard a small 

electric train that takes us deep into the subterranean world before continuing on foot 

through vast chambers and winding passages. Marvel at the towering stalactites, 

delicate stalagmites, and unusual rock formations sculpted over millions of years. 

After free time for lunch, we continue south across the border into Croatia, arriving 

at the elegant coastal resort of Opatija on the Kvarner Gulf. Known as the ‘Pearl of 

the Adriatic,’ Opatija rose to fame in the 19th century as a fashionable retreat for 

European aristocracy and royalty. Grand villas, art nouveau hotels and lush parks 

still reflect the town’s glamorous spa heritage. On a short orientation walk, we stroll 

along the famous Lungomare seaside promenade, which stretches for 12 kilometres 

and offers stunning views of the Adriatic Sea. Admire the Maiden with the Seagull 

statue, Opatija’s most recognized landmark and discover the charm of its gardens 

and elegant seaside cafés. We check into the hotel in nearby Icici for a three night 

stay. Dinner this evening is included in the hotel restaurant. 

Accommodation: Hotel Icici or similar 

  

22.10.26 

(B/D) 

Icici - Istria: Pula, Bale, Rovinj - Icici 

Spend the day discovering the highlights of Istria, a peninsula where Roman 

heritage, medieval villages, and Mediterranean traditions intertwine. Begin in Pula, 

the region’s largest city and cultural hub since antiquity. A guided tour reveals its 

impressive Roman past, with the highlight being the Amphitheatre, one of the six 

largest surviving arenas in the world. Built in the 1st century AD and remarkably 

well preserved, it once hosted gladiatorial games and could seat up to 23,000 

spectators. Other Roman monuments, such as the Arch of the Sergii and the Temple 

of Augustus, add to the sense of walking through a living museum of antiquity. 

We continue inland to the charming town of Bale, set among rolling hills and olive 

groves. Here we visit a traditional family estate for an olive oil tasting accompanied 

by light snacks. Learn about the cultivation of olives in Istria, a practice dating back 

to Roman times, and sample award winning oils that have made the region one of 

Europe’s top producers. The tasting offers a sensory journey into the flavours and 

aromas that define Istrian cuisine. In the afternoon we travel to Rovinj, often 

described as the most romantic town in Croatia. Once a fishing village and now a 

vibrant coastal gem, Rovinj enchants with its pastel-coloured houses rising above the 

Adriatic, narrow cobblestone streets and lively harbor. A guided walk introduces us 

to the town’s Venetian heritage, culminating at the Church of St. Euphemia, perched 

on the hilltop and offering sweeping views of the sea. Afterwards, enjoy free time to 

wander through art galleries, browse boutiques, or relax with a coffee or glass of 

wine in one of the seafront cafés. We return to Icici in the evening. Dinner is 

included at the hotel restaurant.  

Accommodation: Hotel Icici or similar 

  

23.10.26 

(B/L) 

Icici - Porec - Motovun Truffle Lunch - Icici 

This morning we visit Poreč, one of Istria’s oldest and most historically significant 

towns. A guided tour introduces us to its blend of Roman, Gothic and Venetian 



heritage, visible in the orderly street plan and well preserved monuments. The 

highlight is the Euphrasian Basilica, a masterpiece of early Christian architecture and 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Built in the 6th century, the basilica is renowned 

for its shimmering gold mosaics that depict biblical scenes in dazzling detail, 

rivalling those found in Ravenna or Istanbul. Its intricate stonework and peaceful 

cloisters reveal centuries of spiritual devotion and artistry. 

From the coast we continue inland through the rolling hills and forests of central 

Istria, a region celebrated for its wine, olive oil, and truffles. We arrive in Motovun, a 

striking medieval town perched high above the Mirna River valley. Enclosed by 

sturdy stone walls, Motovun offers panoramic views of vineyards, forests, and the 

surrounding countryside. The town is closely linked to the prized white truffle, 

which grows in the nearby Motovun Forest and is considered one of the world’s 

most sought after delicacies. We enjoy a truffle themed lunch at a local estate, where 

dishes are prepared with freshly foraged truffles and paired with Istrian wines. This 

culinary experience celebrates the deep traditions of the region, with hearty flavours 

that reflect both the land and the skill of its people. After lunch, we return to Icici for 

a leisurely afternoon. Stroll along the seaside promenade, relax in one of the town’s 

historic cafés, or simply enjoy the refined atmosphere that once attracted European 

nobility.  

Accommodation: Hotel Icici or similar 

  

24.10.26 

(B/D) 

Icici - Zagreb  

This morning we travel to Zagreb, Croatia’s capital and cultural heart. Zagreb is a 

city that blends Central European elegance with a lively Mediterranean spirit. A 

guided tour introduces us to the historic Upper Town, with its cobbled streets, 

colourful rooftops, and landmarks such as St. Mark’s Church, the Parliament, and the 

medieval Stone Gate. We continue into the Lower Town, characterized by 19th 

century architecture, grand squares and leafy parks. Here, wide boulevards lined with 

cafés and shops reflect the city’s Austro-Hungarian heritage, while street art and 

bustling markets reveal its modern, dynamic side. 

After the tour we have free time for lunch, shopping, or perhaps a visit to one of 

Zagreb’s many museums, ranging from fine arts to quirky collections like the 

Museum of Broken Relationships.  

In the evening we gather for a farewell dinner at a traditional countryside estate just 

outside the city. Regional dishes prepared with local ingredients are served in a warm 

and rustic setting, accompanied by wine and conversation. It’s a fitting celebration of 

the journey, offering time to reflect on the experiences shared together before 

returning to Zagreb for an overnight stay. 

Accommodation: Hotel International or similar 

  

25.10.26 

 

Zagreb – Munich - Dubai 

We have an early morning transfer to the airport for our flights home.  

Depart Zagreb at 8.40am on Croatian Airlines flight OU 4436, arriving in Munich, 

Germany at 9.45am. Then depart Munich at 2.30pm on Emirates flight EK 50, 

arriving in Dubai at 11.25pm.  

  

26.10.26 Dubai - Australia 

Sydney passengers depart Dubai at 01.50am on EK 414, arriving in Sydney at 

10.25pm.  

Brisbane passengers depart Dubai at 02.30am on EK 430, arriving in Brisbane at 



10.20pm. 

Melbourne passengers depart Dubai at 03.00am on EK 408, arriving in Melbourne at 

11.20pm.  

  

Note: The flights home provided in this itinerary are the most likely, but may change due 

to airline availability. We will advise if changes occur.  

 

 

 

Tour Difficulty Ratings & Advice 

 

To ensure that you select the right tour for you, Macleay Valley Travel has provided a set of tour 

difficulty and fitness recommendations for our tours. The ratings, from 1, being the easiest, to 5 

being the most strenuous, will give you an idea of what is reasonably required for you to be able to 

participate on each tour. For your enjoyment of the tour, and also the enjoyment of your fellow 

travellers, please consider whether or not the suggested difficulty level for the tour you are 

interested in is compatible with your health and fitness.  

 

 Tour Difficulty Level 3 

 

This tour rating typically involves a good level of physical activity, such as ascending stairs, getting 

into a bathtub shower, being responsible for your own luggage at airports and hotels, walking 

distances of up to 1km at a time over possible uneven ground and/or cobblestone streets. Walking 

tours of considerable distances should be expected on tours with this rating as well as some early 

departures.   

1 2 3 4 5 



Conditions for Macleay Valley Travel's Balkans and the Adriatic Coast Tour 
 

 

Deposits and Payments - A non-refundable deposit of $1200 per person is payable within 7 days of booking. This deposit is not 

refundable should you later cancel. The balance is payable in full 10 weeks prior to departure. Macleay Valley Travel has to adhere to 

strict payment deadlines and your booking on the tour may be cancelled if final payment is not received by the due date, with no 

refund applicable.  

Refunds and Cancellations - Cancellations after final payment will result in a refund limited to whatever we can recoup from the 

airline. Any refund for a cancelled booking will not be paid until the airline(s) have provided said refund. 

Insurance - Adequate travel insurance that includes medical coverage for Covid-19 is required. Please contact your preferred travel 

insurance provider. The responsibility to obtain adequate travel insurance rests with the passenger. Proof of your travel insurance is 

required to be presented to us on or before the final payment date of the tour. 

Airline Tickets - Airline tickets will be issued very soon after booking. Please note that any changes made to airline tickets once they 

have been issued will likely incur high cancellation and/or reissue fees. These fees are typically set by the airline and are outside of 

our control. 

Passports - All travellers require a current passport with at least 6 months left on it at the end of the tour. Non-Australian passport 

holders require a re-entry visa for Australia. In late 2026, it is expected that Australian citizens travelling to the EU will require an 

ETIAS (European Travel Information and Authorisation System) for stays of up to 90 days. This is otherwise known as a European 

visa waiver. The expected cost for this is 20 Euros per person. No other visas are required if travelling on an Australian passport. No 

other visas are required for this tour if you are travelling on an Australian passport.  

Basic Tour Price and Taxes - Air taxes and fuel levies are included in the basic tour price if the tour is paid in full on or before the 

due date on the final invoice. Macleay Valley Travel reserves the right to charge for any increase in air taxes and fuel levies if the 

tour is not paid in full by the due date. 

Not Included in the Cost - All items of a personal nature such as telephone calls, drinks, excess baggage, tips, meals, (except those 

specified in the itinerary), etc. Also travel insurance and departure taxes. Similarly, credit card payments (Visa/MasterCard) can only 

be accepted if 1.2% is added to the price to help defray the heavy merchant fees charged to us by the credit card companies. There is 

a 2% surcharge for payments made using American Express.     

Extensions/upgrades etc - Tour extensions may be permitted. Contact Macleay Valley Travel at the time of booking for prices.  

Accreditation - Macleay Valley Travel is a fully accredited travel agency under the AFTA (Australian Federation of Travel Agents) 

ATAS - AFTA Travel Accreditation Scheme. As such, you are assured of a consumer focused and quality assured business, ensuring 

professional conduct and ethical business practices.  

Limitation of Liability concerning Covid-19 - It is possible that there may be outbreak(s) of Covid-19 during this tour. Whilst we 

take necessary safety precautions, Macleay Valley Travel cannot be held responsible for any quarantines or other associated costs 

brought about by quarantines, border closures and/or travel delays. You are aware that Covid-19 is a highly contagious and 

potentially dangerous disease that may result in significant illness and even death. You acknowledge that you are voluntarily 

participating in the tour with knowledge of the inherent risks of Covid-19, and you agree to assume all risks. 

Health and Fitness - Macleay Valley Travel recommends that the passenger is reasonably healthy and/or fit to participate in this 

tour. Persons with a disability requiring special assistance must be accompanied by a companion. Macleay Valley Travel and their 

representatives cannot provide this service. The Health & Fitness Questionnaire located on the last page of this itinerary needs to be 

completed in full by each passenger and accompany your booking form. Macleay Valley Travel reserves the right to accept/decline or 

terminate a passenger's participation in the tour under certain circumstances. It is strongly recommended that you are fully vaccinated 

against Covid-19, but this is not mandatory. Passengers must comply with specific Covid-19 requirements that may be imposed.        

Twin Share Bookings – If you do not have a travel partner, but wish to travel at twin share rates, we will try and assign you with 

another traveller but this is not guaranteed. We assign passengers by their gender, on a first come, first served basis and do not assign 

twin share passengers according to their age, profession, interests etc. There are risks with sharing a room with a person you do not 

know, and Macleay Valley Travel accepts no responsibility if you are incompatible with your assigned room mate. If you are 

assigned a travelling companion to share with and they cancel off the tour prior to making the final payment, then you will either be 

required to pay the single supplement or we will try our best to assign you with another twin share passenger, if one is available. 

Single Accommodation - For passengers in single accommodation, several countries in Europe can have smaller rooms dedicated for 

single passengers. This can potentially be considerably smaller than what you might be accustomed to, however this is the norm for 

this part of the world, and the price you have paid for the single room supplement reflects these dedicated single rooms. The single 

room supplement will provide you with privacy, but not necessarily the same sized rooms as other twin share passengers. 

Disclosure of fees or commissions received from third parties - Macleay Valley Travel Pty Ltd may receive fees, commissions, 

gifts or financial incentives from third parties under this contract.  

Limitation of Liability - As Macleay Valley Travel acts only as agent for the Airlines, Hotels, Coach Companies etc., providing 

accommodation, transportation and other services, Macleay Valley Travel shall not be liable or responsible for death or injury to any 

person or loss or damage to any property including baggage arising out of or connection with any transportation, accommodation or 

other services, or resulting directly or indirectly from acts of God, fire, breakdown in machinery or equipment, acts of Government or 

other authorities, de jure or defacto wars, whether declared or not, hostilities, civil disturbances, strikes, riots, thefts, epidemics, 

pandemics, endemics, quarantines, medical or customs regulations, delays or cancellations caused by changes in schedules or 

itinerary, or over bookings or defaults or for any causes beyond Macleay Valley Travel's control or any loss or damage resulting from 

improper or insufficient passports, visas or other documents and neither Macleay Valley Travel, and its servants or employees 

shall be or become liable or responsible for any additional expenses or liability sustained or incurred by the tour member as a result of 

the foregoing causes. Additionally, you must meet the entry requirements for each country you visit. Macleay Valley Travel will not 

be liable if you are denied entry to a country for any reason, including a past criminal history. Macleay Valley Travel reserves the 

right to decline bookings made for any group tour. Any tour booking confirmation is conditional, contingent on our view of the 

ability of a person to be able to participate in a tour without the likelihood of conflict between members of a tour whether perceived 

or actual. Macleay Valley Travel reserves the right to modify the itinerary or the accommodation if circumstances make this 

necessary, provided that the amended itinerary is of equal value or greater value than that of the original program.



 

 
MACLEAY VALLEY TRAVEL - BOOKING FORM 

 

PLEASE PRINT DETAILS CLEARLY IN BLOCK LETTERS AND ALSO 
 

A PHOTOCOPY OF YOUR PASSPORT  MUST BE  SENT WITH BOOKING FORM 

 
 

  

 Name of Tour :________________________________ Departure Date:__________________________ 
 
 Passenger 1 (as written in passport)_______________________________________________________ 
 

 Title: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss. Dr. _________  Age: ______________ Date of Birth:______________________ 
 

 Passenger 2 (as written in passport)_______________________________________________________ 
 

 Title: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss. Dr. _________ 
 

Age:_______________ Date of Birth:______________________ 
 

 Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 _______________________PostCode_______________Email_________________________________ 
 

 Telephone / Fax Number:________________________________Mobile_________________________  
 

 Passport Number:____________________________Expiry Date:________________________________ 
                       

 Passport Number:____________________________Expiry Date:________________________________ 
                       

 Passport Nationality:__________________________Preferred Name:_____________________________ 
 

 Passport Nationality___________________________Preferred Name:_____________________________ 
 
 (Passport must have 6 months validity from the time of tour completion) 
 

 Single room  / Twin beds  / Double bed: (Room type is subject to availability) 
 

 

 Circle which airport you wish to depart from: SYDNEY / MELBOURNE / BRISBANE 
 

 Special Dietary Needs – Passenger 1:________________________ Passenger 2:___________________ 

 

 Optional Extensions:____________________________________________________________________ 
                                    

 Any existing medical conditions – Passenger 1:__________________ Passenger 2:__________________ 
 

 

 In case of emergency, please notify :  
 

 Name:__________________________________________________ Relationship:_________________ 
 

 Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Phone Number:________________________________________________________________________  
 

 Please return this sheet with your non-refundable deposit of $1200 per person & the health & fitness form. 
 
 DECLARATION. I have read and understand fully the booking conditions and I accept them. 
 

 Signature:___________________________________________ Date:_____________________________ 
 

 A copy of passport is required to verify spelling of name; If this is not provided and the information 
we have for the airline is incorrect and ticket is issued, then the airline will charge a reissue fee.  
 

 



  

 

HEALTH & FITNESS QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Macleay Valley Travel strives to make our tours enjoyable experiences for 

all passengers, however some countries and tour services lack the standards 

that you can typically expect in Australia.  

 

To help ensure your personal safety and enjoyment on tour, please answer the 

following questions. The information you provide will be treated confidentially 

and will be used to check that the transportation, accommodation and facilities 

on tour are suitable for you:  
 

1. Do you have any allergies?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide details and 

severity:___________________________________________________ 

2. Can you walk 500 metres to 1km in distance comfortably and unaided?    

Yes / No    

3. Can you negotiate uneven, undulating and sometimes challenging terrain?    

Yes / No    

If no, please provide details about these 

limitations:_________________________________________________ 

4. Do you use a mobility aid?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide 

details:_____________________________________________________ 

           _____________________________________________________ 

5. Are you travelling with a companion or carer who is able to provide all 

the assistance you need to enter buildings, disembark and embark ships, 

aircraft, coaches, small boats and assist you on excursions?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide the name of your carer/companion and your 

relationship to them:___________________________________________ 

6. Are you taking any medical equipment to assist you?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide 

details:______________________________________________________ 

7. Do you suffer from any condition which may cause you to experience 

memory loss or become disoriented?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide details:____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

8. Are you asthmatic or do you have other breathing difficulties?  Yes / No    

If yes, please provide details (travelling to high altitudes is not 

recommended):_______________________________________________ 

9. Do you require supplementary oxygen?    Yes / No    

10. Are you currently taking medication?    Yes / No    

If yes, are you able to administer your own medication?  Yes / No    

11. If you have any other medical information that is not covered in the 

previous questions, please provide a description 

here:________________________________________________________ 

 

The information you supply us will be passed onto relevant travel suppliers 

who will do their best accommodate you. However, it is very important to 

remember that meeting your needs cannot be guaranteed, especially when 

travelling to third world countries.  

 

DISCLAIMER 
I confirm that the information provided on this questionnaire is both true and correct 

and I understand that there is no guarantee that all these needs will or can be met. I 

agree that Macleay Valley Travel may offer a recommendation with regard to fitness 
to travel, based on the information I have provided. I also understand that this 

information may be passed onto those responsible for supplying the land 
arrangements for my travel, and that my information will not be communicated to any 

party which is not directly responsible or otherwise associated with my travel 

arrangements. I further confirm and agree that should I choose not to disclose 

information which subsequently requires me to return or be returned home from a 

tour or cruise, Macleay Valley Travel is not responsible for any costs associated with 

cancellation penalties, airfares, land transportation or any other related hardship. 
Please note that a refund for lost touring cannot be claimed. I acknowledge that it is 

my responsibility to update the information I provided to Macleay Valley Travel 

immediately should my circumstances change.  
 

Name:________________________________ 
 

Signature:_____________________________ 
 

Date:_________________________________   

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & FITNESS QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Macleay Valley Travel strives to make our tours enjoyable experiences for 

all passengers, however some countries and tour services lack the standards 

that you can typically expect in Australia.  

 

To help ensure your personal safety and enjoyment on tour, please answer 

the following questions. The information you provide will be treated 

confidentially and will be used to check that the transportation, 

accommodation and facilities on tour are suitable for you:  
 

1. Do you have any allergies?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide details and 

severity:___________________________________________________ 

2. Can you walk 500 metres to 1km in distance comfortably and unaided?    

Yes / No    

3. Can you negotiate uneven, undulating and sometimes challenging terrain?    

Yes / No    

If no, please provide details about these 

limitations:_________________________________________________ 

4. Do you use a mobility aid?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide 

details:_____________________________________________________ 

           _____________________________________________________ 

5. Are you travelling with a companion or carer who is able to provide all 

the assistance you need to enter buildings, disembark and embark ships, 

aircraft, coaches, small boats and assist you on excursions?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide the name of your carer/companion and your 

relationship to them:___________________________________________ 

6. Are you taking any medical equipment to assist you?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide 

details:______________________________________________________ 

7. Do you suffer from any condition which may cause you to experience 

memory loss or become disoriented?    Yes / No    

If yes, please provide details:____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

8. Are you asthmatic or do you have other breathing difficulties?  Yes / No    

If yes, please provide details (travelling to high altitudes is not 

recommended):_______________________________________________ 

9. Do you require supplementary oxygen?    Yes / No    

10. Are you currently taking medication?    Yes / No    

If yes, are you able to administer your own medication?  Yes / No    

11. If you have any other medical information that is not covered in the 

previous questions, please provide a description 

here:________________________________________________________ 

 

The information you supply us will be passed onto relevant travel suppliers 

who will do their best accommodate you. However, it is very important to 

remember that meeting your needs cannot be guaranteed, especially when 

travelling to third world countries. 

 

DISCLAIMER 
I confirm that the information provided on this questionnaire is both true and correct 

and I understand that there is no guarantee that all these needs will or can be met. I 
agree that Macleay Valley Travel may offer a recommendation with regard to fitness 

to travel, based on the information I have provided. I also understand that this 

information may be passed onto those responsible for supplying the land 
arrangements for my travel, and that my information will not be communicated to any 

party which is not directly responsible or otherwise associated with my travel 

arrangements. I further confirm and agree that should I choose not to disclose 
information which subsequently requires me to return or be returned home from a 

tour or cruise, Macleay Valley Travel is not responsible for any costs associated with 

cancellation penalties, airfares, land transportation or any other related hardship. 
Please note that a refund for lost touring cannot be claimed. I acknowledge that it is 

my responsibility to update the information I provided to Macleay Valley Travel 

immediately should my circumstances change.  
 

Name:_________________________________ 
 

Signature:______________________________ 
 

Date:__________________________________ 

 


